
Hebrews 1:1 God, who at 
various times and in various 
ways spoke in time past to 
the fathers by the prophets,
 2 has in these last days 
spoken to us by His Son, 
whom He has appointed heir 
of all things, through whom 
also He made the worlds;
 3 who being the brightness of
His glory and the express 
image of His person, and 
upholding all things by the 
word of His power, when He 
had by Himself purged our 
sins, sat down at the right 
hand of the Majesty on high,
 4 having become so much 
better than the angels, as He 
has by inheritance obtained a 
more excellent name than 
they. (Heb. 1:1-4)

Observation: What Does It Say?

I. Ask the “5 W’s and an H”

As you study any passage of Scripture, train 
yourself to constantly ask: Who? What is being 
said? When is this written? Where is it taking place
or where are the readers? Why has this been 
written? How has this been written? These 
questions are the building blocks of precise 
observation, which is essential for accurate 
interpretation.

ii. Mark key words and phrases

Iii. Make lists

iv. Watch for contrasts and comparisons

v. Note expressions of time

vi. Mark terms of conclusion

Interpretation: What does it mean?

Remember that context rules

I. As you study, ask yourself: Is my 
interpretation of this passage of Scripture 
consistent with the theme, purpose, and 
structure of the book in which it is found? Is it 
consistent with other Scripture about the same
subject? Am I considering the historic and 
cultural context? 

ii. Always seek the full counsel of the Word
of God.

Iii. Remember that Scripture will never 
contradict Scripture

a. Clear, Single-Meaning Passages Take Precedence Over 
Unclear/Ambiguous Passages
b. Didactic Passages Take Precedence Over Narrative 
Passages
c. Intentional Passages Take Precedence Over Incidental 
Passages
d. An Obscure or Debated Passage Cannot Settle A Debate 
or be the Basis of a Doctrine

iv. Interpret Scripture literally
Look first for the clear teaching of Scripture, 
not a hidden meaning.

v. Look for the single meaning of the 
passage
Always try to understand what the author had 
in mind when you interpret a portion of the 
Bible. Don’t twist verses to support a meaning 
that is not clearly taught. Unless the author 
indicates that there is another meaning to 
what he says, let the passage speak for itself.
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