
A Priest of a Higher Law

1.What are the only two possibilities regarding the Law if Jesus is High Priest?

a. The Mosaic Law Still stands >>>>The Levites are the priests >>> Jesus is _______________________

b. Jesus is the High Priest >>> The Law regarding priests must have changed >>> The Mosaic Law ____________

2. What was the Law?
1) The Law is the Mosaic Covenant. It was a bilateral (conditional) covenant between the 

nation of Israel and God, with blessings for obedience, and curses for disobedience. 
2) The Law was for the ethnic descendants of Abraham through Isaac and Jacob (those under 

the Abrahamic covenant) signified through circumcision. The sign that Israel was under the 
Mosaic Covenant was the keeping of the seventh-day Sabbath (Ex 31:12-15)

3) The Mosaic Covenant did not save those under it. People under the Mosaic Covenant were 
the covenant people of God, but not everyone under the Mosaic Covenant was saved. It 
could not impart righteousness (Rom 3:20; 3:28, Gal 2:16, 21; Heb 7:19; 10:1), it could only
reveal it, and thereby reveal man's nature as dead in sins (Rom 3:20, 7:7-13)

4) The Mosaic Covenant did point to Messiah through its worship, sacrifices, priesthood, and 
other laws. It was to push Israel towards faith in grace, shape their understanding of 
holiness, and prepare them to understand the Gospel and the New Covenant. (Gal 3:24,  Heb
10:1; Col 2:17). Israel was led to understand from the very beginning that the Mosaic 
Covenant was temporary (Deut 18:15-19).

5) The Law is an indivisible corpus. None of it can be split off from the others, or portions 
obeyed and other portions neglected (Lev 18:5a; James 2:10; Gal 3:10) It is valid to 
recognise types of commandments, without thinking they can be separated from each other:

The Law's Fulfillment: The New Covenant in Messiah 

Mosaic   New
individual, not necessarily national salvation national salvation
external, not necessarily internal compliance universal, internal compliance
pedagogical, not necessarily effectual wholly effectual

1) Messiah fulfilled the Law (Matt 5:17-18; Eph 2:15, Col 2:16-17). This means He perfectly kept 
its prescriptions and prohibitions, as well as being the substance of the types which pointed to Him. 
It also means that the Law reached its end-point, its fulfillment, its goal in Christ Himself. (Rom 
10:4). He is its end-point, and He picks it up and establishes the New Covenant, continuing what He
wishes, and discarding what he wishes. 

2) Messiah used His authority to amend or replace the Law with His own (The Sermon on the 
Mount, Mt 12:8, Mt 19:9, John 1:17, Hebrews 8:6-13)

3) With His death, He inaugurates the New Covenant, and at Pentecost, He sends the Holy Spirit to 
indwell every new covenant believer. Every believer (Jew or Gentile) who dies with Christ (at 
salvation) comes under the new covenant, and therefore dies to the Law's authority. He comes under
new authority – ‘under grace’ , 'the law of Messiah' Christ. (6:14, Rom 7:1-4, Rom 10:4, 1 Cor 
9:21, Gal 6:2). 

4) The token of the new covenant is no longer Sabbath, but the Holy Spirit's indwelling, symbolised
outwardly through baptism. 



What laws govern a new covenant believer?
1) The New Testament (testament=covenant) guides us in terms of what aspects of the Law of 

Moses are carried over, which are abandoned, and what is altogether new.  
2) The Law of Christ is now love for God, the brethren, your neighbour and your enemy. This 

is the highest standard possible. In doing so, we do not 'do' the Law, ' we 'fulfill' the Law 
(Rom 13:10, Gal 5:14)

3) We can only do so because the Holy Spirit indwells us (Gal 5:18; Rom 8:3-4). Using the 
Word of God among the new covenant people of God, the Holy Spirit transforms us 
inwardly and progressively. 

The Law of Moses remains relevant to New Testament believers, but not regulatory. As a 
testimony of God’s righteousness is never abandoned (Ro 3:31). It remains a teacher of 
righteousness, a convicting agent, a picture of Christ.


